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THE STATE OF NEW HAMPSHIRE
PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION

DE 13-021

ELECTRIC RENEWABLE PORTFOLIO STANDARD

RSA 362-F:4, V and VI, Adjustments to Class I and Class III Renewable Portfolio
Requirements

SUPPLEMENTAL ORDER OF NOTICE

On January 18, 2013, the Commission issued an order of notice in the instant docket

scheduling a prehearing conference on February 14, 2013 for purposes of hearing comment on

whether it is appropriate for the Commission to adjust Class III renewable portfolio

requirements. The petition and subsequent docket filings, other than any information for which

confidential treatment is requested of or granted by the Commission, will be posted to the

Commission’s website at www.puc.rih.gov/Regulator/Docketbk/201 3/13-021 .html.

The Commission has determined that, in lieu of a prehearing conference, the Commission

will hold a public comment hearing on February 14, 2013 at 10:00 for purposes of receiving

public comment regarding the appropriateness for the Commission to adjust Class III renewable

portfolio requirements.

On January 31, 2013, the Commission determined that it is necessary to also address

whether it is appropriate to accelerate or delay by up to one year, any given year’s incremental

increase in Class I renewable portfolio requirements pursuant to RSEA 362-F:4, V and to receive

public comment on that issue. The background is as follows.

In 2012, the Legislature enacted SB 218 (2012 N.H. Laws Ch.272 (SB 218) which

amended the N.H. Electric Renewable Standard Act (RSA3 62-F) by creating a new Class I
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category of useful thermal energy. Under SB 218, providers of electricity would have to

purchase 0.2 percent of the delivered electricity with useful thermal renewable energy

certificates (REC), or make a payment of $25 per megawatt hour in alternative compliance

payments to the renewable energy fund.

SB 218 also required the Commission to adopt rules to “adopt procedures for the

metering, verification, and reporting of useful thermal output.” RSA 362-F:13, VT-a. The

Commission has determined that due to technical challenges with thermal metering standards the

rulemaking required by the statute will not be completed in time to certify facilities to qualify for

the production of useful thermal energy RECs in 2013. As a result, providers of electricity will

have to make alternative compliance payments to the renewable energy fund to comply with the

new requirement for 2013. The Commission is, therefore, expanding the public comment

hearing scheduled for February 14, 2013 to hear public comment as to whether it is reasonable to

delay the implementation of the new useful thermal REC requirement for one year until 2014 to

allow sufficient time to develop implementing rules.

This supplemental order of notice raises, inter alia, issues related to whether it is

appropriate for the Commission to adjust Class III renewable portfolio requirements pursuant to

RSA 362-F:4, VI, and if so, what calendar years should be adjusted and how should the

adjustments be calculated; and whether there is good cause for the Commission to delay by up to

one year the incremental requirement of Class I useful thermal energy, pursuant to RSA 362-F :4,

V.

Each party has the right to have an attorney represent the party at the party’s own expense.

Based upon the foregoing, it is hereby
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ORDERED, that a Public Comment Hearing shall be held on February 14, 2013 at

10:00 a.m., at which the Commission will hear public comment on the matters addressed in this

order of notice pursuant to N.H. Code of Administrative Rules Puc. 203.18; and it is

FURTHER ORDERED, that pursuant to N.H. Code Admin. Rules Puc 203.12, the

Executive Director shall notify all persons desiring to be heard at this hearing by posting a copy

of this Order of Notice to the Commission website no later than February 1, 2013.

By order of the Public Utilities Commission ofNew Hampshire this thirty-first day of

January, 2013.

‘D6a A. Howland
Executive Director

individuals needing assistance or auxiliary communication aids due to sensory impairment or other disability should
contact the Americans with Disabilities Act Coordinator, NHPUC. 21 S. Fruit St., Suite 10, Concord, New
Hampshire 03301-2429; 603-271-2431; TDD Access: Relay N.H. 1-800-735-2964. Notification of the need for
assistance should be made one week prior to the scheduled event.
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